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Sunset on the upper Gwebi river, just north of Harare

Inmates at the notorious
Chikurubi Maximum Security

Prison  – photo credit AFP
 

Dear Supporters, Friends and Relations

Our sincere apologies for a period of silence since the last
newsletter. 

It is - and has been - a difficult and sensitive time as we
head towards elections next year. The date has not been
announced, but constitutionally they should be held by or
before the end of July 2023. However, indications are that
President Emmerson Mnangagwa may call early polls in
March or April.

Fear is very much on the rise as people get unjustly
thrown into jail in the most awful of conditions. Two of the
opposition members of parliament have been in jail for
four months now, as political prisoners. Other people are
arrested arbitrarily and harassed constantly. 

We have also had some appalling murders of members of
the opposition, one of whom was a female activist whose
severely mutilated body was thrust into a well. Fear is on
the rise. 

As we head closer to the elections next year, we foresee the intimidation becoming much worse.
Having been a victim of state-sponsored violence on many occasions, I understand the vital
importance of getting people involved to try to ameliorate it and to ensure a just and truthful
outcome to the election. 
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It seems an impossible task at times, but we know that with God all things are possible.
Please pray especially for this. Another five years of unjust and corrupt rule would be a
disaster.

Zimbabwe’s Commonwealth return bid

A delegation from the Commonwealth arrived in Zimbabwe on 12 November for a week-
long visit to assess the government’s return bid, reiterating that adherence to the values
enshrined in its Charter include peace, freedom and democracy. The delegation was told
by main opposition party leader, Nelson Chamisa (CCC), that Zimbabwe is in a state of
illegitimacy and is in a crisis was born out of disputed elections. He highlighted brutal
attacks on the opposition and CSOs, notably HR defenders, trade unions, student
movements, teachers, journalists, lawyers and in some cases the church.

Despite the turbulence, instability and soaring inflation, we continue with our vital
charitable projects. 

S E E D  P R O J E C T  A N D  F O U N D A T I O N S  F O R  F A R M I N G
C O U R S E S :  

We distributed more of our free, open-pollinated
seed this year than we ever have, giving 12,000
families the wherewithal to feed themselves
throughout the year and also give out seed to
their neighbours. 

This enterprise, coupled with our Foundations
for Farming conservation agriculture training
programme for destitute farm workers and
others, has the ability to revolutionise people’s
lives, and is! No longer do they become
dependent on hand-outs. 

We have just held two very successful
Foundations for Farming courses, which are in
great demand as they empower the trainees to
feed their families throughout the year. 

However, we need funding to run more. Food
security remains a major problem in Zimbabwe
with 3.8 million people requiring food aid.Delighted rural women receive our free

open-pollinated seed packs
 

It is planting season now and we are about to plant our new open-pollinated maize
crop. As ever, there are innumerable difficulties - especially with the price of many
agricultural inputs having doubled due to the invasion of the Ukraine. Food security is
once again in crisis, with annual food inflation estimated at 353 percent in August. We
also have the highest inflation rate in the world once again. 

https://take-profit.org/en/statistics/inflation-rate/zimbabwe/


S C H O O L  C H I L D R E N :

Student speaking from Psalm 23
To watch the video clip, click HERE

With the collapse of education, we have focused
some of our resources on educating orphans and
underprivileged children in Chegutu. Gift
Konjana, our national co-ordinator, opened up
his own house and had over 100 children in his
very small home being educated by seven
volunteer teachers.

Since then we have built a small school. While
incomplete, a whirlwind took off half the roof, but
the roofing sheets have been straightened and
the roof is back on in time for the rains. 

Traditional rural toilets have been disallowed by
the authorities so flush toilets are currently being
constructed. This is despite their unsuitability
due to municipal water being frequently
unavailable.

A group of excited children assembles outside the new school

We are concerned that the Constitutional Court of South Africa has still not informed us
as to whether it is going to entertain the appeal by the South African government. The
appeal relates to the claim by our initial group of dispossessed Zimbabwean
commercial farmers against the South African government for thwarting justice by their
part in closing down the regional human rights court, the SADC Tribunal. 

If the appeal is going to be heard, we need a date. If it is not, we need to be able to
proceed with submitting damages claims against the South African government. Your
continued prayers are greatly needed regarding the re-establishment of the SADC
Tribunal so that justice can be administered in countries in southern Africa where
justice continues to fail. 

T H E  B I G G E R  P I C T U R E  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  R U L E  O F  L A W

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSG4R-hPM/5e36nlqW72KIQCE7KA-WxA/view


Thank you so much for your continued support, concern and commitment to Zimbabwe.

May God bless you!

Ben
Ben Freeth
Executive Director
Mobile: +263 773 929 138 (Zimbabwe)                                                
Whatsapp: +44 7539 070 122 
E-mail: benfreeth7@gmail.com

 
Many of you have asked how you can donate to our valuable work in Zimbabwe.

See below how to donate and be part of our team working in Zimbabwe:
 
 
 
 

·Via our website, click HERE: Just Giving/PayPal 
·CAF (Charities Aid Foundation), click HERE (CAF/VISA/PayPal)

·By making a monthly standing order
·By transferring directly into our Barclays Bank account 

(Mike Campbell Foundation 20 54 11 A/c 63039331)
·By sending a cheque to Mike Campbell Foundation to address below. ⬇ 

·From the USA via KBFUS (King Baudouin Foundation), click HERE. To know more, 
please contact us. 

 
Mike Campbell Foundation UK

 
Claire Freeth, Chairman
Woodgate, Oad Street

Borden, Nr Sittingbourne
Kent ME9 8JX, England

Mobile: +44 (0)7756 001 400
E-mail: claire@mikecampbellfoundation.com
Website: www.mikecampbellfoundation.com

 
 
 
 
 

“What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God” - Micah 6 v 8 
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