
As Zimbabwe moves towards Christmas 2022 and we look
around us, there is an ominous storm gathering: inflation is in
triple digits; electricity is off 19 hours a day; food security is
dire; health and education continue to collapse, with young
people taking to drugs in a major way in their despair; the
judiciary is becoming more and more compromised; corruption
continues to get worse and those who are becoming
immensely wealthy through it are not held to account; the
closing down of democratic space continues, with more
draconian new laws in the making; elections are scheduled for
2023 and the violence and intimidation are already increasing
to a very worrying degree. 

It is easy to look around at all this darkness and despair and to
think: “Where is the light in the darkness? Where is hope in the
despair? Where is the justice in all the awful injustice? Where
are you, God?"

At the same time, at the end of the dry season, after over 6
months without a drop of rain, I was most struck this year at
how the trees knew that the rain was coming and shed all of
their old leaves. In the hot and dusty land, they drew from deep
down beneath them enough moisture to produce new and
shiny leaves in beautiful colours, (the colours of the magical
spring flush of the Msasa trees are etched in the memories of
all Zimbabweans). It struck me how we need to be able to do
the same - prophetically speaking. 

Christmas is about drawing the truth from deep below the
surface in a dry and barren land. We draw from waters that
shall never fail, and from a well that will never run dry.

God sent His one and only son into the storms of life on this
earth. He experienced the darkness. He experienced the
despair. He knew the rejection. 

In the storm on the lake, when Peter stepped out of the boat,
he stayed above the water while he gazed on Jesus.  
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“The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not

overcome it.” 
John 1:5



We sow seeds of hope with the orphans who are able to learn through our educational initiatives and
experience joy, despite their difficulties. We sow seeds of hope with our justice initiatives in the midst of
very draconian times. We sow seeds of hope working with the churches for the elections next year. 

Thank you for all your support in helping us sow! In time, we will reap the harvest. We look forward to that
day with expectation. It will come! 

This Christmas message comes with a prayer that you, who are each part of the sowing, will know the joy of
Christmas. Christ has come! Christ is here with us! Christ will come again! 

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

Prophetically, we must be reminded this
Christmas time that we must do likewise if
we are to stay above the pounding waves.
We need be like the trees that draw the
water from deep below the surface. We must
be like Peter who looked to Jesus in the
storm. 

There is perhaps nothing more hopeful than sowing seeds. 

In the MCF we continue to sow. 

We sow seeds of hope with our open-pollinated seed
project – and these seeds are growing right now with all the
wonderful rain. When we harvest the crop, they will be
donated free to those in most need.

With love and heartfelt thanks and the hope that Christmas will fill you

Ben
Ben Freeth
Executive Director
Mobile: +263 773 929 138 (Zimbabwe)                                                
Whatsapp: +44 7539 070 122 
E-mail: benfreeth7@gmail.com   

Claire
Claire Freeth
Chairman
The Mike Campbell Foundation
Woodgate, Oad Street, Borden, Nr Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME9 8JX - ENGLAND

Mobile: +44 775 600 1400
E-mail: Claire@mikecampbellfoundation.com 
Website: www.mikecampbellfoundation.com

Photo credit: M.A. Hyde 

“What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God” Micah 6 v 8.

To donate, just go to our website:
(Just Giving, PayPal, CAF, banking details, etc.)

www.mikecampbellfoundation

https://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/copy-of-ways-to-help
mailto:benfreeth7@gmail.com
mailto:Claire@mikecampbellfoundation.com
http://www.mikecampbellfoundation.com/
http://www.mikecampbellfoundation/

