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These pictures of children crowded into my friend Gift Konjanas’ home near the small town of Chegutu 
in Zimbabwe are pictures of hope.  In the absence of anywhere else, with the collapse of education, Gift 
has opened his own home to 120 children to get educated with volunteer teachers. 
 

 
 
The title of my talk today is:  “Hope! Do we dare to hope?  And if we do, what do we do with that 
hope?”  
 
I started 2022, unexpectedly in Ypresi in Belgium.  In the town square there is a museum cataloguing the 
horrors of World War One.  
 
In Ypres, my great grandfather got gassed.  It was a very sad museum and I felt great grief at the 
thousands and thousands and thousands of young men who had been cut down there.  By the end of 
the war, not a single house or a single tree remained standing in the whole city and all of its surrounds.   
 

 
HOPE: DO WE DARE TO HOPE? 

 

And if we do, what can we do 

with that hope? 



2 
 

After emerging from the museum I noticed how beautifully the town had been rebuilt.  In the square 
there was a vibrant street market running with masses of people;  and there was also an ice skating rink 
with friends and lovers skating on the ice and singing.  There was a live brass band and there were 
crowded restaurants and happy, hopeful faces.  
 

 
 
I was suddenly struck by how hope had returned - and with that new light and life.   
 
It was a picture of the fact that out of great grief and destruction and despair and brokenness and death, 
new hope can come. It took time and it took vision and it took work and it took God;  but it came.  
 
I pray the same for the people of Ukraine right now;  and indeed for Zimbabwe. 
 
Do we dare to hope?   
 
Coming from Zimbabwe, I and our family and the Mike Campbell Foundation team have been exposed 
to many storms.   We have been beaten by many sticks and rifle butts and sjamboks [leather whips] and 
the like, threatened with death on so many occasions.  We have had our homes burnt down;  farms 
ruined;  crops stolen; livestock, friends and family members murdered; relationships put under intense 
and impossible pressure.  We have endured unjust arrests and have seen so many senseless and unjust, 
never-ending court trials.  We have been abducted and severely tortured.  Our prisons have become 
cess pits of inhumanity.  Our government teachers are hardly paid and hardly work.  Our government 
hospitals are places where people go to die.  Our justice system is corrupt and captured.  
 
It’s 10 years since we formed the Mike Campbell Foundation, but it’s been more than 20 years of 
relentless attrition - and at the same time, focus; focus on trying to be relevant.  Focus on trying to make 
a difference for justice.  
 
We have dared to hope. 
 
Hope dared us to take our President to court and challenge an unjust constitution that legalizes theft; 
and we won an amazing victory [in the regional human rights court, the SADC Tribunal] that is final and 
binding and cannot be changed.  It’s an immovable foundation stone for the future.  
 
Hope dared us to fight for property rights for all so that people of all colours can be empowered and can 
become independent, realizing their God-given potential.  
 
Hope dared us to take President Jacob Zuma to court in South Africa for being part of shuttering and 
shutting out the people of Southern Africa from the [SADC Tribunal], the highest court in those 15 
countries.  All 10 judges in the Constitutional Court ruled for us. We are now in the process of 
consolidating that gain by holding him and the South African government financially liable for damages.  
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Hope dared us to speak in high places - in the House of Representatives in the most powerful country in 
the world - on two occasions - to successfully further consolidate our judgment in American legislation.  
 
Hope dared us to document the crimes against humanity that have been committed in order to bring  
accountability and protection for the people of Zimbabwe in the future.  
 
Hope dared us to educate children who would otherwise not be educated.  You saw some of the 
pictures of some of those children.  
 
And hope dared us to grow seeds - one of the ultimate symbols of hope.  I want to expand here.  
 
Each seed that is grown can produce up to a thousand seeds.  It’s magical!  Miraculous! Marvellous!  We 
have done it.  Each thousand seeds can produce up to a million seeds.  Each million seeds can produce 
up to a billion seeds.  Each billion a trillion and each trillion a quad trillion.  That’s more impressive than 
Zimbabwe inflation!  That’s enough grain to feed the whole world for a year in just six crops from a 
single solitary seed.  

 
 
This year we have grown a crop of hope that will give 25,000 families the ability to feed themselves - and 
then give seeds of hope to their neighborus.   
 
Hope dared us to teach the poorest of the poor to farm with no money, no fertilizer, no ploughing, no 
diesel, no chemicals, no tractors - just hope; a hoe; and some Open-Pollinated Seed - which is true seed 
that can be kept from one year to the next and is not hybridized or genetically altered so that you have 
to buy it each year.  Last year, for the first time in 20 years we were self-sufficient in food.  
 
(Unfortunately this year we have had a long dry spell so there will be hunger by Christmas - but we have 
our seeds of hope).  
 
Hope drove us to work with the churches towards a vision to protect truth.  Under dictatorship, the lie is 
all that keeps them going.  The lie is used to destroy the truth.  
 
Hope is what we need to cling to.  Cynicism is our enemy.  Despair is our enemy.  But hope leads to 
better things.   
 
Dr Curt Richter from Harvard University did a rather brutal experiment in the 1950s with rats in buckets 
of water.  After putting them into the water they swam around till they died.  They survived, on average,  
only about 15 minutes.   
 
He then got some more rats and put them into water in his buckets and when it looked like they were 
about to give up at around the 15-minutes mark, he rescued them and dried them off. He then put them 
back in the water.  How long do you reckon they survived?  5 minutes?  No.  Another 15 minutes?  No.  
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Much longer.  A day? No.  They survived 60 hours.  What was the difference?  They dared to hope that 
there was a plan for living!  
 
Nelson Chamisa is very sadly not able to be with us today.  He is a man of hope.  He is daring to lead his 
country forward with hope.  In the award-winning film “President” we go through the horror of the 
fraud of the 2018 elections.  The army is called in and it shoots innocent, unarmed civilians in the back 
and they lie dead in the streets in their own blood.  The film shows how the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission sides with the men with guns. The judges do the same.  There is despair amongst us all.  But 
Nelson pipes up:  “All we have got left is hope! Hope! Hope!” he says.   
 
In the film “The Shawshank Redemption” [1994], an old prisoner who is in jail for life called “Red” talks 
to a new prisoner for life, Andy.  When Andy starts to talk about hope Red says: “Hope is a dangerous 
thing.  Hope can drive a man insane.  You better get used to that idea.” 
 
But Andy doesn’t give up on hope.  He plans and prepares and works towards his successful jail break 
and freedom.  Later, Andy says to Red:  “Hope is a good thing.  Maybe the best of things. No good thing 
ever dies.”  
 
Let’s dare to hope!  
 
Thank you all for coming here today and thank you for your support and thank you for daring to hope!  
 
May the God of all hope fill us and guide us and give us His hope! 
 

 
 

The Cloth Hall in Ypres, Belgium: 1918 and today 
 This was one of the largest commercial buildings of the Middle Ages, when it served as the main market 

and warehouse for the city's prosperous cloth industry.  
                                                           
i
 During the First World War the old medieval town of Ypres was the centre of one of the most notorious 
battlefields the world has ever experienced: the Ypres Salient. In the four years of the war, the entire 
town centre was virtually totally destroyed. Yet just ten years after the Armistice, Ypres looked like the 
town had never experienced a war. Almost all the destroyed buildings had been rebuilt. Today, Ypres is 
generally considered one of the best examples of post-conflict reconstruction. 
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/the-reconstruction-of-ypres/  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/the-reconstruction-of-ypres/

